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being made, will excite most interest, but it is well-nigh impossible, at present, 
to write an impartial history of events, even now in the making. The account 
does not favor the present factional leaders, or our policy. D. H. B. 

Carranza and Mexico. By Carlo de Fornaro. [With chapters by Col. I. 

C. Enriquez, Charles Ferguson and M. C. Bolland]. 242 pp. Map, ills. 

M. Kennerley, New York, 1915. $1.25. 7% x 5. 
The author opposed General Diaz with his pen as Carranza did with his- 
sword, with the result that he languished for some time in prison. This book 
is the story of Mexican conditions and of the resulting rebellion of Carranza,. 
Madero and other patriotic leaders. The book is most informing, because it 
gives an inside view of the chaotic state of Mexico and the causes of it. It 
should be read by all who are interested in the recent troubled history of that 
unfortunate republic. 

AFRICA 

Enquete sur la Famille, la Propriety et la Justice chez les Indi- 
genes des Colonies Francaises d'Afrique. 129 pp. Map, ills. 
Esquisse ethnologique des principales populations de l'Afrique equatoriale 
franchise. Par le Dr. Poutrin. Soc. Antiesclavagiste de France: Masson 
& Cie., Paris, 1914. 11 x 7%. 

Etude Anthropologique des Populations des Regions du Tchad 
et du Kanem. Par B. Gaillard et L. Poutrin. (Extrait des Docu- 
ments Scientiflques de la Mission Tilho. Vol. 3). Ill pp. Map, ills. E. 
Larose, Paris, 1914. 11x7. 

These two monographs by Dr. Poutrin call for consideration in conjunction. 
The former is a general study of the negro population of equatorial Africa in 
their ethnologic relations, the latter is a close examination of their anthropo- 
logic position as determined by precise bodily measurements. Extensive as is- 
the geographical range of the peoples concerned in this anthropometrical study,, 
the monograph must amount to no more than one more contribution to the 
collection of similar data from Africa; it is only when we compare such data, 
through a long suite of observations, when we have learned to apply the cor- 
rection for peculiarities of nutrition and environment, that such material can 
be made to tell us a complete story of human affinities. The former mono- 
graph is a most interesting record, though painfully brief. Dr. Poutrin has 
sought to familiarize himself with the custom and with the history of the- 
scores of tribes with whom he has been brought into contact in his exploration 
of the French colony of Equatorial Africa. In many cases the tribes have 
been reduced to a mere handful of survivors, in many cases his opportunity for 
making the acquaintance of the savages was very short. But he shows himself 
a competent observer, he is quick to seize the salient character of the folk 
under examination and his never failing sympathy has succeeded in extracting 
from the most shy some note as to their history which may serve to establish 
their position within the tangle of races which is the resultant of the recent 
days of the terror of the slave raids. He has proved singularly alert in the- 
recognition of those minor customs which may so readily pass the observer's 
note, yet which prove such important criteria in establishing the interrelation of 
widely separated tribes. William Churchill. 

Egyptian Irrigation. By Sir W. Willcocks and J. I. Craig. 3d edit. Vol- 
1: xxiv and 447 pp. Vol. 2: pp. 449-884. Ills., index. Spon & Cham- 
berlain, New York, 1913. $12.50. 10 x 7%. 
A third edition presenting many quotations from the first and second edi- 
tions with annotations, so that the work is thoroughly modern. The volumes 
offer the fullest information obtainable of the Nile and its tributaries and 
provide a basis for the study of the problems of irrigation. Many pages of a 
technical nature will appeal only to engineers, but there are many sections of 
general interest which will aid not only in the interpretation of Egypt but also- 
in the appreciation of the factors and function of irrigation. The introduc- 
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tory chapter's contain a vast amount of general information about the valley, 
including the geology, meteorology, soil conditions, ground water, crops, trans- 
portation, population and commerce, and also concerning the river and its 
tributaries. 

Full accounts may be found of the processes and historical development of 
the two kinds of irrigation used in Egypt; basin irrigation, or the ancient 
method of holding the flood waters over the valley for a period of days; and 
perennial irrigation, or irrigation from canals which supply water the whole 
year round. There is material here for the flood expert in the experiences with 
Nile floods and the effects of water storage on flood heights; for the student 
of soils in the analyses of resulting soils and the influences of water under 
different degrees of turbidity; for those interested in the commercial status 
of the valley and above all for the hydraulic engineer who has to deal with 
deposition of silt and bank erosion, barrages and dams. Besides, there are 
questions peculiar to the Nile which are extensively considered in these volumes : 
the interesting region of the sudd and the projects concerning it, the pre- 
valence of basins which open up larger areas for occupancy and the problems 
of administration. Robert M. Brown. 

Francois Coillard. Missionaire au Zambeze 1882-1904. Par E. Favre. 

572 pp. Map, ills., index. Soc. des Missions Evangeliques, Paris, 1913. 

Fr. 7.50. 10x6%. 
It has been no part of the object of the editor of these interesting rem- 
iniscences to furnish a geographical record of the Zambezi country in which 
Coillard was a pioneer. Coillard has done that for himself in an earlier volume 
detailing his work of exploration. It has not been- possible, however, to omit 
all geographical detail, for Coillard 's letters and journals, here offered, de- 
scribe the difficulties of the long trek out of South Africa and the dangers of 
canoe voyaging on the Zambezi. But the book especially describes the eth- 
nology of the Barotse above the Victoria Falls, which was the missionary's 
particular interest. We thus have a somewhat minute and intimate study of 
the soul life, the psychology, of a savage folk at the time of their first contact 
with the higher culture. The work accordingly stands high in its appropriate 
place as a valuable introduction to the study of Barotse culture. 

William Churchill. 

AUSTRALASIA AND OCEANIA 

Forschungen im Innern der Insel Neuguinea. (Bericht des Fiihrers 
iiber die wissenschaftliehen Ergebnisse der deutschen Grenzexpedition in 
das westliche Kaiser-Wilhelmsland 1910). Von Leonhard Schultze. 100 
pp. Maps, ills., index. Ergansungsheft Nr. 11 der Mitt, aus den deutschen 
Schutzgeb. Berlin, 1914. Mk. 4. 13x10.. 

Ergebnisse der Sudsee-Expedition, 1908-1910. Herausgegeben von 
G. Thilenius. Vol. 1: Der Kaiserin-Augusta-Fluss. By O. Beche. 488 
pp. Map, ills. Hamburg. Wiss. Stiftung. L. Friederichsen & Co., Ham- 
burg, 1913. 12x9. 
These two works deal independently with the great stream which, in its 
•eastward flow, very nearly bisects the territory of German New Guinea. The 
problem primarily set before Schultze was to run the boundary line between 
the lands of the Netherlands and Germany. His first task was to push inland 
from the north coast along the bounding meridian as far into the interior as 
it was possible to force his way in the company of the Dutch geographers 
with whom he shared the task of pioneering. In the pathless tangle of the 
mountain land he found himself engaged with the brook beginnings of a water 
system which seemed to have a general easterly direction. At the inconvenient 
distance from his seacoast base it was impossible to arrive at a satisfactory 
determination of this river system. Accordingly, he essayed the problem from 
the other end. He made a hurried reconnaissance up the Kaiserin-Augusta 
Biver in a steam vessel and beyond the head of such navigation in a launch. 
As his purpose was rather to identify the brooks whose acquaintance he had 



